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sought to get into the service in a New York militia regi-
ment as a major under Colonel Francis Vinton Greene,
saying he "was going to go somehow." On March 9, 1898,
he wrote to Captain C. EL Davis of the navy that "if there
is a war I want to get away from here and get to the front
if I possibly can.'' On the following day he wrote to Gen-
eral Whitney Tillinghast, Adjutant-General of New York:
"Of course I can't leave this position until it is perfectly
certain we are going to have a war, and that I can get down
to it. I don't want to be in office during war, I want to be
at the front; but I would rather be in this office than guard-
ing a fort and no enemy within a thousand miles of me. Of
course being here hampers me. If I were in New York City
I think I could raise a regiment of volunteers in short order
when the President told me to go ahead, but it is going to be
difficult from here.'?

Colonel Greene had written that for various reasons it
was not practicable for Eoosevelt to go to war under him,
and on March 15 Eoosevelt again wrote to him:

"I don't agree with you as to my post of duty. I don't
want to be in an office instead of at the front; but I dare
say I shall have to be, and shall try to do good work wher-
ever I am put. I have long been accustomed, not to taking
the positions I should like, but to doing the best that I was
able to do in a position I did not altogether like, and under
conditions which I didn't like at all. But I shall hope still
that in the event of serious war I may have a chance to
serve under you."

Writing to Adjutant-General Tillinghast again on March
26, he said:

"It looks to me as though matters were coming to a
climax, and we should soon see actual trouble with Spain.
I wish the Governor would say whether or not he believes
that the State militia would be sent out of the State, that
is, down to Cuba as part of an expeditionary force, or